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RECOMMENDATION: 

That the Hub Committee notes the land transfers set out in this 

report to Okehampton Town Council and Okehampton Hamlets 
Parish Council 

 

1. Executive summary  

1.1 The powers to sell and transfer land valued at less than £150k 
are delegated to the CoP Lead for Assets, in conjunction with the 
Section 151 Officer and Lead Member for Assets.  This report 

sets out for the Hub Committee details of land transfers in 
Okehampton that meet the criteria.  It is being brought to Hub 

Committee to note because the transfer includes a toilet in 
Fairplace. 

1.2 Three parcels of land are to be transferred to Okehampton Town 

Council (OTC) at; Fairplace, behind Lidl supermarket and at the 
junction of New Road and West Street.  Redline plans are shown 

in Appendix 1. 

1.3 A further parcel of land known as Old Town Park is to be 

transferred to Okehampton Hamlets Parish Council (OHPC), a 
red line plan is shown in Appendix 1. 

 

 

 



 

2. Background  

2.1 Section 3 the Financial Procedure Rules set out the delegated 

authority for land disposals that apply in this case, they state:   

2.2 The Community of Practice for Assets (Corporate Property 

Officer) in consultation with the Section 151 Officer, and the 
Lead Member for Assets, may agree to the disposal of land or 
building assets, where the market value does not exceed 

£150,000. 

2.3 These rules are being applied to 4 parcels of land in 

Okehampton, following dialogue with OTC and OHPC, who are 
prepared to take ownership of them.  The transfer is for £1 if 
demanded. 

2.4 The Parcel of land at the junction of New Road and West Street 
and the land behind Lidl supermarket are used as public open 

space.  The land at Fairplace includes a toilet block, which is 
currently owned and operated by WDBC. 

2.5 The toilet at Fairplace has been subject to repair and 

improvement works agreed between OTC and WDBC such that 
the toilet is in a very good state of repair prior to transfer and 

becoming the responsibility of OTC. 

2.6 The parcel of land known as Old Town Park, is located 

predominantly within OHPC, albeit a small section falls within 
the OTC boundary.  Both OHPC and OTC were interested in 
taking ownership of the land.  Following consultation with local 

members, it was agreed to offer the transfer of this land to 
OHPC. 

3. Outcomes/outputs  

3.1 The land transfer terms include a restriction such that the land 
remains used for its current purpose as well as an overage 

provision in the event of grant of planning for a usage of higher 
value. 

3.2 The toilet ownership at Fairplace will be transferred at the same 
time as the other parcels of land, but would continue to be 
cleaned by WDBC until March 2019, when the current cleaning 

contract expires. 

3.3 The saving achieved by transferring the toilet at Fairplace would 

be £21k/year* assuming the current cleaning cost are not 
incurred from March 2019 onwards. 

*These figures include the cost of rates which would not apply in the 

future. 

 

4. Options available and consideration of risk  

4.1 With respect to the land transfers, unless Members are minded 
to instruct a change to the proposals, there are no options for 

consideration at this time. 



 

4.2 There are minimal risks associated with the land transfer 
proposals, although it is possible the transfers could be stopped 

at the request of OTC or OHPC. 

4.3 Prior to final transfer, a disposal of public open space notice** 

will need to be advertised, the results from which will need to be 
considered.  Given the transfers are to other public bodies, it is 
not anticipated that this process should give rise to too much 

concern. 

**A public open space disposal notice was advertised for Old 

Town Park and no representations were made. 

5. Proposed Way Forward 

5.1 The Hub notes the proposed land transfers in Okehampton, 

which following this report will go to a Legal Specialist for 
completion. 

6. Implications  

Implications 

 

Relevant  

to  
proposals  
Y/N  

Details and proposed measures to address  

Legal/ 
Governance 

 

Y Delegated authority under section 3 of the Financial 
Procedure Rules to be applied to the Land Transaction. 

 
Section 123 LGA 1972 imposes a statutory duty to sell 

land at the best price reasonably obtainable in the 
market, except with the consent of the Secretary of 
State (unless the undervalue does not exceed £2 million 

and contributes to the achievement of the promotion of 
economic, social and environmental wellbeing of the 

area of its residents). The only consideration that can 
be taken into account is that which has commercial or 
monetary value to the Council.  This will depend on the 

facts of the transaction. A decision is unlikely to be 
successfully challenged provided proper advice is 

obtained and followed. The advertising procedure for 
the disposal of open space will also have to be followed. 

 
 

Financial 
 

Y A saving of ~£21k/yr as a result of the transferring of a 
public toilet. 
In relation to legal costs each party will meet their own 

costs. 

Risk Y Disposal of public open space notice will be advertised, 

the results of which will need consideration. 
 

 

Comprehensive Impact Assessment Implications 

Equality and Diversity 
 

Y  

Safeguarding N N/A 



 

Community Safety, 

Crime and Disorder 

N N/A 

Health, Safety and 

Wellbeing 

N N/A 

Other implications N N/A 

 
Supporting Information 

 
Appendices: 
Redline Plans of land to be transferred: 

OTC2 – Junction of New Road, West Street 
OTC 3 – Fairplace 

OTC 4 – Land at rear of Lidl Supermarket 
OHPC 5 – Land at Old Town Park 
 

 
Background Papers: 

 
 
 


